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Structure

• Use authentic language/exercises (Marty)

• NS and NNS Speech (Bunny)

• The Speech Corpus (Dermot)
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Why use a NS Speech Corpus?

Exposure to the target language and culture:
• McCarthy (1998a): ‘Exposure to the spoken language, without the 

pressure to imitate and produce it, could be one of the most useful 
elements [in language learning] …’

Facilitates autonomous learning:
• Stevens (1995): ‘Data Driven Learning gives learners control over the 

learning process and exposes them to authentic language’

Exposure to ‘real’ language:
• Carter (1998): ‘A learner who has been exposed to ‘real English’ has 

an advantage over a learner who has only been exposed to ‘disinfected 
textbook material’
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A Corpus with spoken data can reveal:

• practicalities of characteristics of 
connected speech

• difference in pronunciation of a word 
depending on its occurrence in a sentence

• prosodic information

• preferred pronunciation styles of chosen 
socio-cultural model
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Exercises based on Speech Files
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Tune in: How many words?
Listen to the following sentences. For each one 
give the number of words you think you hear:

(a) _____
(b) _____
(c) _____
(d) _____
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What did you not hear?
Listen again to audio clips (1) and (2). Tick the 

verbs you did not hear. □
can □ have □ tell □
lived□ must □ be □
do □ think □ see □



Highlight the linked words
‘And adapting to a country and culture so 
different from your own must be quite 
difficult.  How do you cope?’
When a word begins with a vowel sound and the 
previous word ends in a consonant, the two words link: 
e.g. Fish and chips = Fish ’n chips
Listen to the audio clip of the sentence above.  In the 
sentence below, highlight the words that you think 
should be linked.
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Cloze the gap!
Listen carefully to audio clip 3 and fill in the 
gaps:

There were __(six?/sick?) __ students waiting 
for me.
There were __(ache?/eight?) __ girls and 
__(ape?/eight?) __ boys at the party.

Speak Out! Issue 33
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(Linguistic) STRESS is good for you!

Use the highlighter to mark the word(s) in 
each sentence which are emphasised:

• You would want to be financially secure
before you actually consider setting up. 

• But hopefully I will go back to the land.
• There’s not much money in it.
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Classroom – vs – Reality

‘Students whose education has been largely 
couched in slowly and deliberately spoken 
English are often shocked to find, when they enter 
a context in which native speakers are talking to 
each other, that they have considerable difficulty 
in understanding what is being said’.

(Brown, 1990: 6)
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Features of Connected Speech

• Elision: omission of sounds

• Assimilation: replacing sounds to make 
them closer to neighbouring sounds

• Weak Forms: vowel quality modified, and 
length reduced
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Examples of Connected Speech

I kn go‘I can go’Weak Forms

tem b’loonz‘ten balloons’Assimilation

Kmere‘Come here’Elision

Approximation
of Pron. Form

Citation 
Form
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Can Speech Stream be Recognised?
• The flow of speech can make even familiar 

words unrecognisable
• It makes word segmentation difficult
• What is needed is:

– a comprehensive description of NS ‘messy speech’

– clear, attainable learning goals

– an accompanying teaching methodology

– the technology for implementation of goals
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• The NNS has greater difficulty in decoding the 
acoustic signal than the NS

• This requires specific training

• Conscious comparison of stream and citation 
forms is needed

• Corpus can incorporate both NS and NNS 
speech samples

NS vs NNS Listening
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EIL, Non-Standard & NNs Varieties

Software allows other forms and varieties of 
pronunciation to be used

Sensitise listeners to EIL forms 

accommodation skills
Allows: self-access and use of authentic 

listening and corpus materials 
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Classroom   vs Reality
• Allows one to extend what happens in class

• Sensitise listeners to far greater variety of NS and 
NNS speech  adaptable

• Can also work on stressed syllables
‘islands of reliability’ (Field, 2003)

• Highlights features of connected speech, stressed 
elements & chunks

reception & production
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SALERO (EU IP) Project
Semantic AudiovisuaL Educational Reusable Objects
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Why a Speech Corpus?

• Written corpus useful for e.g. collocations 
and discourse analysis

• Access to actual speech is necessary if we 
wish to study speech production.

• Once accessed, this can be slowed down for 
detailed study (DITCall Project)
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Riding the WAV

• Need to study original sound files

• Access to WAV files by means of 
concordancing interface …

• … via ‘citation transcription’

• Compare sound file with transcribed version

• Compare sound file with sound files at 
different speeds
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‘Discourse’ Concordancer Collocations
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SPEECH Concordancer

Marc
average

388 syll/min
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Citation Transcription

0.497

0.986

0.863

Sec.

2

5

4

Syl. Syl./minSyl.CitationSpoken

362
(241)

3Come on quick!’Mon quick!

365
(304)

6I will be 5 minutes.I’ll be 5 mints.

348
(278)

5Why did you do that?Whydjedotha?



09/04/2006 IATEFL 2006

Features of Citation Transcription

• Uses idealised forms of ‘reduced’ NS flow

• Easy to find multiple instances of search string

• Transcribed records can be compared

• Speech records can be compared

• Ability to find what is barely in speech signal

• Can be tagged for other features such as EIL
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GUI Interface - Key Features

Use various DSP functions
Assist in segmentation

Tag for various features?

Listen to recording and 
produce CITATION 
transcription

Indicate speed: syll/min

Further screens/views
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Stress Isolates a Word/Syllable
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Prosody is a Series of Stressed Items
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Stress Patterns
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Stress Patterns
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Grouping into Tone Units


